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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 


1944 


of  Health 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  HARWICH 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1944.  The  main  facts  and  figures  regarding  the  health  and  sani- 
tary conditions  of  the  Borough  are  contained  in  the  body  of  the 
Report,  but  attention  may  be  drawn  to  the.  following : 

I.  Vital  Statistics. 

1.  Birth  Rate.  A birth  rate  of  28.7  per  1,000  estimated  popu- 
lation must  De  considered  somewhat  unique  is  it  is  a figure  which 
has  not  been  reached  since  1920.  While  this  is  to  be  taken  as  an 
indication  of  the  general  trend  throughout  the  country,  two  other 
factors  have  contributed  in  part  to  the  increase. 

(a) .  The  number  of  wives  of  service  men  living  in  the 
area  has  resulted  in  the  average  age  of  the  community  be- 
ing definitely  lower  than  before  the  beginning  of  hostilities. 

(b)  During  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  an 
influx  of  unofficial  evacuees  into  the  district  from  the 
London  area. 

2.  Infant  Mortality.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  52.43  per 
1,000  live  births  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  inasmuch  as 
this  figure  has  been  exceeded  only  once  since  1933. 

The  average  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  five  war  years 
at  46  is  little  more  than  half  that  for  the.  period  of  the  first  world 
war. 

With  regard  to  the  14  Infant  Deaths  credited  to  the  area, 
the  following  facts  are  of  note : — 

(a)  Seven  died  within  the  first  24  hours  and  only 
four  lived  beyond  the  end  of  the  first  month. 
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(b)  Eleven  of  the  infants  died  from  some  congenital 
malformation  or  birth  injury  associated  with  a protracted 
or  difficult  labour. 

(c)  In  only  four  cases  is  there  record  of  the  mother 
having  received  Ante-Natal  care  (this  includes  two  of 
the  infants  who  survived  the  neo-natal  period) . 

3.  Death  Rate. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1944  is  lower  than  that  for  any  of  the 
war  years.  Reference  may  be  made  to  the  tables  in  the  body  of 
the  Report  giving  deaths  at  various  ages  during  the  year,  and 
also  the  causes  of  death. 

The  principle  causes  of  death  for  the  year  were : — 

(a)  Heart  Disease. 

(b)  Cancer  of  all  forms. 

(c)  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions. 

(d)  Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries  and  in- 

fantile disease. 

(e)  Tuberculosis. 

With  regard  to  the  notifiable  diseases  there  was  one  death 
from  Diphtheria. 

II.  Tuberculosis. 

A reference  to  Table  v.  giving  the  number  of  cases  ol 
Tuberclosis  notified  during  the  past  ten  years  reveals  that  this 
disease  is  still  more  prevalent  in  the  Borough  than  formerly. 
This  is  only  to  be  expected  when  the  present  housing  conditions 
of  a large  part  ot  the  community  are  considered  ; until  a marked 
improvement  in  these  conditions  is  achieved  Tuberculosis  will 
continue  to  be  a serious  problem  in  the  area. 

III.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  large  number  of  births  during  the  year*  was 
reflected  by  the  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of 
work  under  this  section.  Practically  every  phase  of 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  revealed  increased  activity 
and  greater  use  being  made  by  those  for  whom  the  services  were 
intended.  Cases  of  premature  births*  in  the  area  reported  during 
the  year  were  carefully  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors ; no 
need  for  special  action  arose. 

All  clinics'  were  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  Evacuation  of 
expectant  mothers  was  in  operation  until  the  middle  of  July,  after 
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which  date  arrangements  were  made  for  the  hospitalisation  of 
maternity  cases  in  Heath  Hospital,  Tendring,  and  in  the  Col- 
chester Borough  Maternity  Hospital.  A scheme  was  evolve.d 
whereby  expectant  mothers  were  conveyed  to  hospital  either  by 
car  or  ambulance  when  necessary. 

Work  connected  with  Child  Life  Protection  and  under  the 
Adoption  of  Children  Act  has  proceeded  normally.  No  problems 
have  arisen  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of 
illegitimate  children. 

Very  few  cases  of  infestation  with  vermin  were  encountered ; 
these  were  rigorously  dealt  with. 

IV.  Sanitary  Conditions.  The  water  supply  to  the  town  has 
been  maintained  at  a high  standard  of  purity  and  is  in  all  re- 
spects of  a most  desirable  quality  and  to  be  recommended  on 
account  of  its  potableness. 

The  unsatisfactory  conditions  regarding  sewerage  disposal 
still  continue,  but  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
in  Europe,  a commencement  with  new  sewerage  works  may  not 
be  long  delayed. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  need  for  a new  disinfector  and  the 
suggestion  is  made  that  the  possibility  of  a Cleansing  Station 
used  jointly  with  the  Post  Health  Authority  might  be  considered. 

V.  Housing.  Each  Annual  Report  since  1940  has  stated  that 
“no  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.”  During  the  pre- 
ceeding  five  years  over  300  new  houses  were  built,  and  in  addition 
numerous  dwellings  were  improved.  The  absence  of  new  build- 
ings, the  deterioration  of  existing  property  and  the  damage  to 
property  as  a result  of  war-time  conditions  (enemy  action  and 
otherwise)  have  produced  a state  of  affairs  where  housing  is 
probably  the  most  important  single  item  in  the  Authority’s  pro- 
gramme. 

At  the  moment  a considerable  number  of  houses  in  the 
Borough  cannot  be  said  to  be  “in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation;”  facilities  for  storage  of  food  are  in  many  cases  quite 
inadequate  and  arrangements  for  bathing  and  the  washing  of 
clothes  also  call  for  improvement.  In  addition,  an  unduly  large 
number  of  houses  suffer  from  dampness.  There  is  considerable 
scope  for  measures  for  the  reduction  of  the  drudgery  with  house 
work,  particularly  in  a district  which  claims  to  be  a Seaside  Re- 
sort. If  this  claim  is  to  be  justified  a marked  improvement  in  the 
housing  conditions  is  a vital  necessity. 
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When  the  affect  on  the  health  of  the  occupants  of  unfit 
houses  is  considered  any  medical  practioner  will  subscribe  to  the 
statement  that  the  amount  of  sickness  amongst  the  residents  in 
older  property  in  the  Borough  is  very  much  higher  than  in  the 
more  recently  erected  parts  of  the  area. 

It  may  be  desirable  to  preserve  property  of  great  age  or  of 
architectural  or  historic  interest  from  the  hands  of  the  “Demoli- 
tion Squad,’’  but  this  does  not  justify  the  use  of  such  property 
for  the  housing  of  the  community.  It  should  rather  be  regarded 
as  a “museum  piece.’’  The  vital  need  for  a bold  policy  of  immedi- 
ate re-housing  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed. 

VI.  Infectious  Diseases.  The  year  was  characterised  by  a mild 
epidemic  of  whooping  cough  and  a more  widespread  epidemic  01 
scarlet  fever.  The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during 
the  year  under  review  was  the  highest  since  1933  when  70  cases 
(2  of  which  were  fatal)  were  reported.  It  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  not  one  of  the  50  cases  notified  in  1944  terminated  fatally. 


From  the  date  on  which  measles  and  whooping  cough  were 
made  notifiable  to  the  end  of  1944,  321  cases  of  the  former  and 
207  of  the  latter  have  been  notified — without  a single  death. 


Attention  may  also  be  directed  to  the  comparative  freedom 
of  the  Borough  from  such  diseases  as  Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  En- 
teric Fevers  and  Pneumonia.  In  the  case  of  the  last  named  the 
figures  given  in  Table  V.  are  of  interest. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  As  anticipated  in  last  year’s  Re- 
port the  figures  for  1944  revealed  a much  more  satisfactory 
position  regarding  children  of  school  age.  The  proportion  of 
children  of  pre-school  age  who  are  immunised  is  still  much  below 
the  safety  line  and  one  rather  dreads  to  anticipate  what  the  effects 
might  be  amongst  those  children  if  an  epidemic  should  spread  to 
the  Borough.  Especially  is  this  important  in  view  of  the  possi- 
bility of  infection  being,  carried  here  from  continental  countries. 


With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  Europe  it  is  possible  once 
more  to  give  some  particulars  regarding  the  Meteorological 
conditions  of  the  Borough — statistics  which  support  the  claim 
that  the  Borough  has  its  full  share  of  sunshine. 
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It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  express  my  thanks  for  the 
helpful  co-operation  of  the  various  officials  and  the  continued 
loyal  support  of  the  members  of  this  Department. 

*"•  — , 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ROLAND  HETHERINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Health  Department, 

12,  Church  Street, 

Harwich. 

2nd  August,  1945. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1944 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  £rea  of  the  Borough  is  1,512  acres. 

Population  (Census  1931)  was  12,700. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population  mid  1944 — 9303. 
Rateable  value  ^78,948. 

The  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ^301  18s.  gd. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

1.  Birth  Rate. 


M 

F 

Total 

Live  Births,  legitimate 

131 

115 

246 

,,  ,,  illegitimate 

10 

1 1 

21 

Total  live  births 

141 

126 

267 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

G 

06 

M 

F 

Total 

Still  Births  

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000 

births  37.5 

1 

1 

Infantile  Mortality. 

M 

F 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

1 year  7 

7 

14 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  under  one  yea 

r 

per  1,000  live  births  52.43 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  under 
1 year  per  1,000  live  legitimate  births  56.91 
Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  under 
1 year  per  1,000  live  illegitimate  births  Nil 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  Diarrhoea  (under 
2 years  of  age) . 


3.  Deaths. 

M F Total 

Deaths  during  year 64  45  109 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  11.72 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Total 

I. 

Typhoid  and  Parat : Fevers 

0 

0 

0 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

3- 

Scarlet  F ever 

0 

0 

0 

4- 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

0 

5- 

Diphtheria  ...  

1 

0 

1 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  resp.  system 

7 

1 . 

8 

7- 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

0 

0 

0 

9- 

Influenza  

0 

1 

1 

IO. 

Measles  

0 

0 

0 

1 1. 

Acute  Polis. — Myelitis  and  Polis — 
Encephalitis  

0 

0 

0 

12. 

Acute  Inf. — Encephalitis  

0 

0 

0 

l3* 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  oesoph 
(M)  Uterus  (F)  

4 

0 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

0 

3 

*5- 

Cancer  of  Breast  

0 

3 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

3 

3 

6 

l7* 

Diabetes  

1 

0 

1 

18. 

lntra.  cranial  Vascular  Ilsions 

7 

6 

l3 

19. 

Heart  Disease  

16 

9 

25 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  Sys- 

tem   

0 

1 

1 

21. 

Bronchitis  

1 

2 

3 

22. 

Pneumonia  

0 

0 

0 

23* 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

0 

0 

0 

25- 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

0 

0 

0 

26. 

Appendicitis  

0 

0 

0 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  

1 

0 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  

5 

3 

8 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

30- 

Other  maternal  causes  

0 

0 

0 

31* 

Premature  birth  

0 

2 

2 

32. 

Con.  Mai.  birth  inj.  infant  dis.  ... 

7 

4 

1 1 

33- 

Suicide  

0 

0 

0 

34- 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

0 

1 

35- 

Other  violent  causes  

3 

3 

6 

36. 

All  other  causes  

4 

7 

11 

64 

45 

109 
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DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  ACES  DURING  1944 


Under  i year  14 

1 and  under  2 — 

2 and  under  5 ...  — 

5 and  under  15  2 

15  and  under  25 2 

25  and  under  35 3 

35  and  under  45 10 

45  and  under  55 11 

55  and  under  65 1 1 

65  and  under  75 28 

75  and  upwards 28 

Total  109 


TABLE  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS— 1943  and  1944. 

England 

and  Wales  Essex  Harwich 


1943 

1944 

1943 

1944 

1943 

1944 

Birth  Rate 

..  16.  5 

17.  6 

17.  7 

19.  4 

18.99 

28.  7 

Death  Rate 

1 2.  I 

11.  6 

11.  6 

11.  8 

13.07 

1 1.72 

I.M.  Rate 

49 

46 

38 

38 

39- 11 

52-43 
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TABLE 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1944  AND  CERTAIN 
PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mort- 
ality Rate 

1910 

27.  2 

10.  1 

80 

I9I5 

23-  4 

12.  3 

108 

1920 

31-  1 

11.  6 

81 

l9*5 

20.  2 

10.  6 

50 

1930 

16.  9 

10,  3 

48.  5 

J935 

16.  4 

10.  1 

47.  8 

1936 

14.72 

"•39 

i5*  9 

*937 

14.81 

n.79 

3i*  9 

1938 

i5*5i 

12.80 

20.51 

1939 

I5*5I 

12.80 

20.51 

1940 

15.26 

12.67 

42.25 

1941 

20.39 

I3*93 

60.24 

1942 

21.38 

12.29 

36.  3 

!943 

18.99 

13.07 

39* 11 

1944 

28.  7- 

11.72 

52.43 

SECTION  B. 


(a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

There  are  no  local  facilities  for  laboratory  work.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  with  the  County  Council  for  the 
examination  of  all  pathological  specimens,  including  those  con- 
nected with  venereal  disease,  at  the  Essex  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

Throughout  the  year  the  ambulance  was  serviced  by  the 
Borough  and  manned  by  Civil  Defence  personnel.  Patients  were 


conveyed  to  and  from 
homes  in  the  district. 

various  hospitals, 

maternity 

and  nursing 

During  the  year  the  following  journeys  were  undertaken  : — 

Maternity  Other  Total 

Local 

— 

77 

77 

Rural 

4 

34 

38 

Colchester 

20 

30 

40 

Ipswich 

— 

*9 

Gravesend 

— 

1 

1 

Black  Notley 

— 

1 

1 

London 

— 

1 

1 

Great  Bentley 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

26 

*53 

179 

Total  Milage  3,294. 

Average  Mileage  per  journey,  18.40. 


(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

General. — There  are  two  District  Nurses  in  the  Borough. 
They  are  appointed  and  controlled  by  the  Harwich  and  District 
Nursing  Association.  This  is  a voluntary  organisation,  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions,  and  has  a committee  of  ladies  under 
the  able  chairmanship  of  Mrs.  R.  A.  Ward.  It  is  affiliated  to 
the  Essex  County  Nursing  Association,  which  makes  an  annual 
grant  towards  the  nurses’  salaries. 

Midwives. — The  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives’ 
Act,  1902  and  1918,  is  the  Essex  County  Council.  The  number  of 
district  nurse  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  two. 
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(d).  MUNICIPAL  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT 

CENTRES. 

i.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. — The  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  “Tower  House,”  Main  Road,  Harwich, 
each  Tuesday  afternoon  at  2.15  p.m.  The  Ante-Natal  and  Post- 
Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  2.15  p.m.  on  the  second  and  fourth  Fridays 
of  each  month.  There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  or  Nursery  Schools 
in  the  area. 


2.  (a)  The  School  Clinic  is  held  at  “Tower  House,”  on 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  10  a.m. 

(b)  The  Dental  Clinic  is  held  each  Tuesday  morning-  at 
10  a.m.  and  on  the  first,  third  and  fifth  Fridays  at  2 
p.m. 

(c)  The  Ophthalmic  Clinic  is  held  on  the  second  Monday 
in  each  month. 

(d)  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are  held  as  required. 

3.  The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  session  is  held  each  Friday 
morning-  at  11  a.m. 

4.  The  Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  conducted  under  the  auspices 
of  the  County  Council  at  27,  West  Street,  Harwich,  on  the  first 
and  third  Tuesdays  of  each  month. 

5.  The  Venereal  Disease  Clinic,  also  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Council,  is  held  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  12, 
Church  Street,  Harwich,  at  the  following-  times  : — 


Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 


9 a.m. — 10  a.m. 
4 p.m. — 6 p.m. 
9 a.m. — 10  a.m. 
9 a.m. — 10  a.rn. 


(e)  HOSPITALS 

There  is  a general  Hospital  called  “The  Harwich  and  Dis- 
trict Hospital  and  Fryatt  Memorial,”  situated  at  Dovercourt. 

The  Hospital  has  an  endowment,  but  is  mainly  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  donations,  patient^’  payments  and  a 
workmen’s  contributory  scheme. '>|J3eds  are  included  in  the 
scheme  of  the  Emergency  Medical  Service  under  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

A certain  number  of  people  in  the  Borough  are  treated  at  the 
East  Suffolk  and  Ipswich  Hospital  and  at  the  Essex  County  Hospi- 
tal, Colchester. 


12 


<0 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


I.  Notification  of  Births. 


Number  of  births  notified  in  the  area  during  the  year  under 
Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Live  Births  189 

(b)  Still  Births  1 


Total  190 


(d)  By  Midwives  94 

(e)  By  Doctors  96 


II.  Health  Visiting. 

(a)  Number  of  Health  Visitors  employed  at  the  end  of 
the  year : 

(i)  by  the  Council  2 

(ii)  by  Voluntary  Associations  Nil 

(b)  Equivalent  of  whole-time  services  devoted  by  the 
whole  staff  to  health  visiting  (including  attendance  at 
Infant  Welfare  Centres)  : 

(i)  in  the  case  of  Health  Visitors  employed 

by  the  Council  1 

(ii)  in  the  case  of  Health  Visitors  em- 
ployed by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  Visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health 
Visitors  : 

(i)  to  expectant  mothers — First  Visits  ...  — 

Total  Visits  ...  — 

(ii)  to  children  under  1 year  of  age — 

First  Visits  ...  279 

Total  Visits  ...  132: 

(iii)  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and 

5 years:  Total  Visits  ...  1198 

III.  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(a)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by 

the  Council  1 


(b)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by 

Voluntary  Associations  

(c)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  all  centres  during 
the  year : 

(i)  by  children  under  i year  of  age 

(ii)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  i and 

5 years  

(d)  Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at 
the  centres  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the 
date  of  their  first  attendance,  were : 

(i)  under  i year  of  age  185 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  29 

(e)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age 
attended  at  the  centres  during  the  year  and 
who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were : 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age  172 

(ii)  over  1 year  of  age  ...  181 

(f)  Percentage  of  notified  live  births  represented  by 

the  number  in  (d)  (i) 69.25 


V.  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal. 

Ante-  Post- 
Natal  Natal 

(a)  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics 
(whether  held  at  Infant  Welfare 
Centres-  or  at  other  premises)  : 

(i)  Number  of  Clinics  provided 

and  maintained  by  the  Coun- 
cil   r.  1 1 

(ii)  Number  of  Clinics  provided 

and  maintained  by  Volun- 
tary Associations  ^ — — 

(iii)  Total  number  of  atten- 
dances at  all  Clinics  during 

the  year 396  1 

(iv)  Total  number  of  women 
who  attended  at  the  Clinics 

during  the  year  177  1 


Nil 

J564 

363 
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(b)  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers 
ante-natally  examined  and  of  cases 
post-natally  examined  during  the.  year, 
under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Council  with  private  medical  practi- 
tioners, excluding  cases  included  under 

5 (a)  (iv)  Nil  Nil 

(c)  Percentage  of  total  notified  births 
(live  and  still)  represented  by  the  total 
numbers  of  women  shown  under  5 (a) 

(iv)  and  5 (b)  66.29  0.37 

(d)  Number  of  women  (if  any)  sent  by 
-the  Council  during  the  year  to  other 

Maternity  Institutions  51 

(30  under  Ministry  of  Health  Evacua- 
tion Scheme.  No  cases  have  been 
evacuated  since  the  middle  of  July, 

1944) 

IV.  Supply  of  Milk  and  Food. 

Dried  milks  and  other  preparations  have  been  supplied  as 
required  to  both  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  to  infants 
at  cost  prices.  In  necessitious  cases  no  charge  at  all  has  been 
made.  Comparision  with  previous  years  is  scarcely  justifiable  as 
during  the.  year  under  review  distribution  of  food  was  consider- 
ably affected  by  curtailed  supplies  from  the  manufacturers.  The 
amount  of  food  distributed  during  the  year  was  : 


Cost  Price 

Free 

Cow  and  Gate,  packets 

31 17 

164 

Ostermilk,  tins  

940 

173 

Trufood,  tins  

281 

2 

Farex,  packets  

527 

— 

Midlothian  Oat  Food,  tins  ... 

186 

2 

Virol,  cartons  

552 

37 

Glucose  D,  packets  

269 

33 

Maltoline,  jars  

59 

— 

Lactagol,  tins  

3i 

— 

Ribena,  bottles  

47 

— 

VI.  Child  Life  Protection  (Sections  206  to  220  of  the  Public 
Act,  1936: 

(a)  Number  of  persons  who  were  receiving 

children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  2 

(b)  Number  of  children: 

(i)  at  the  end  of  the  year  2 

(ii)  who  died  during  the  year  Nil 

(iii)  on  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  Child  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end 
of  the  year  who  were : 

(1)  Health  Visitors  1 

(ii)  Female,  other  than  Health  Visitors  ...  Nil 

(iii)  Male  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  persons  (in  addition  to  or  in  lieu  of 
Visitors  under  (c)  above)  or  societies  author- 
ised to  visit  under  the  proviso  to  Section  209 

(2)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  taken  during  the  year: 

No.  of  cases  Nil 

Act  and  Section  under  which  proceedings  were 
taken  Nil 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS 
(Incorporating  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report) 

i.  WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Tendring  Hundred  Water  Company 
and  is  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  Bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  examinations  are  made  monthly  at  the  Com- 
pany’s pumping  station.  The  result  in  all  cases  has  been  satis- 
factory. There  is  no  plumbo  solvent  action  and  no  contamination 
"of  any  kind  has  been  detected. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000 

Appearance : Very  faint  opalesence  with  no  visible  deposit. 
Turbity  : Less  than  5 parts  per  million,  Silica  Scale. 


Colour : Normal. 

Reaction  pH  Neutral : 7.4 
Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C. 
1800 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  44.0 

Hardness:  Total  38.0 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.00 
Free  Ammonia  o.  10 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.0006 
Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4 hours 
at  27°  C.  0.025 
Metals,  Iron  0.025 
“Free  Chlorine  reaction’’  Abs 


Odour  Nil 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  1.5 
Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°  C. 

1 16.0 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbon- 
ate 27.0 

Temporary  25.0  Permanent^. o 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  Absent 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen — 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen — 

Other  Metals  Absent 


Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  “Bacteria  growing  on  Agar  per  cc  or  ml  in 


One  day  at 

37”  c. 

0 

Two  days  at  37°  C. 

0 

Three  days  at  20°  C. 

0 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

Present  — 

Absent 

IOO  c.c. 

Bact.  coli. 

Present  — 

Absent 

IOO  c.c. 

Cl.  welchi.  Reaction 

Present  — 

Absent 

IOO  c.c. 

This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neu- 
tral in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a trace  of  iron. 
The  water  is  normal  with  respect  to  its  considerable  hardness  and 
salinity  and  is  a high  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 


It  is  therefore  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and 
suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

A larg-e  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied 
from  the  public  water  main  direct  into  the  houses  and  a few  by 
standpipes  at  the  back  of  the  houses.  There  are  a few  local  wells 
supplying-  isolated  houses.  Routine  inspection  of  these  is  carried 
out. 

II  SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

The  Borough  (except  a few  low  lying  parts)  is  sewered  but 
owing  to  the  town’s  growth  it  is  necessary  to  provide  ^ new  sew- 
erage system  and  treatment  works  for  the  Upper  Dovercourt  and 
part  of  the  Lower  Dovercourt  area.  The  present  treatment  works 
are  unsatisfactory  and  a new  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  will  be  given  some  priority 
for  after  the  War  Works. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  approximate  number  is  as  follows  : 

Water  Closets  4 ,873 

Pail  Closets  39 

Houses  with  cesspool  drainage  71 

Most  closets  in  the  Borough  are  of  the  Wash  down  type  flush- 
ed by  cisterns.  There  are  still  a few  hand-flushed  closets  and  if 
nuisances  arise  owners  are  called  upon  to  provide  and  fix  flushing 
cisterns. 

The  emptying  of  < esspools  and  pail  closets  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  owners,  although  the  Council  arranges  for  emptying  at  the 
expense  of  and  on  the  request  of  the  owners. 

III.  SCAVENGING. 

Household  refuse  is  collected  once  weekly  together  with  all 
types  of  salvage  by  the  Corporation  by  direct  labour  and  is  dispos- 
ed of  as  far  as  practicable  by  controlled  tipping. 

SALVAGE 

The  following  is  the  weight  and  value  of  all  salvage  collected 
and  sold  during  the  year  and  the  figures  for  1943  are  shown  for 
comparison. 
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tons.  cwt. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

tons. 

cwt. 

£ 

s. 

.d 

Waste  Paper  ... 

75 

10 

49  2 

6 

4 

52 

15 

336  18 

10 

Metals  

42 

1 1 

37 

0 

8 

5 

5 

27 

4 

0 

Rags  and  sacking  4 

*7 

61 

7 

0 

3 

9 

61 

14 

10 

Kitchen  Waste 

l7 

7 

20 

0 

8 

39 

2 

58 

*3 

6 

Rubber  

1 

9 

4 

J7 

6 

2 

6 

5 

16 

0 

Jam  Jars 

1 

9 

4 

Bones  

2 

2 

11 

18 

7 

5 

1 2 

26 

0 

9 

i43 

16 

627 

10 

9 

108 

9 

5*7 

*7 

3 

During-  the  year  tins  and  rubber  were  no  longer  required 
for  Salvage. 

IV.  (a)  DISINFECTION. 

At  the  old  Isolation  Hospital,  Main  Road,  Dovercourt,  there 
is  a disinfecting  station  fitted  with  a Thresh  Steam  Disinfector, 
which  is  used  for  the  steam  disinfection  of  beddng  and  clothing. 
This  apparatus  is  antiquated  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  up  to  date 
cleansing  station  will  be  included  in  the  after-war  works.  In  the 
case  of  infectious  diseases  the  room  or  rooms  occupied  by  the 
patient  are  fumigated  by  means  of  formalin,  either  in  the  form  of 
spray,  or  gas,  or  both  and  when  necessary  the  bedding,  etc.,  is 
removed  for  steam  disinfection. 

(b)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  SCABIES. 

In  the  case  of  bed  bugs  the  co-operation  of  the  property 
owner  is  sought.  Skirting,  architraves,  etc.,  are  removed  and  paper 
stripped  off  the  walls  of  the  infected  room  and  burnt.  The  walls, 
ceilings  and  floor  are  then  sprayed  with  an  approved  disinfectant, 
and  either  sulphur  or  formalin  gas  released  in  the  room  and  the 
room  hermetically  sealed  and  left  for  at  least  twelve  hours  ; the 
bedding,  etc.,  afterwards  being  removed  and  steam  disinfected. 
The  room  may  have  to  receive  this  treatment  a second  or  third 
time. 


In  the  case  of  scabies  the  treatment  is  the  same,  without 
recourse  to  stripping  the  walls,  etc. 

V.  RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

It  is  the  policy  in  this  area  to  continually  attack  and  destroy 
the  rat  population,  and  to  this  end  the  Council  employ  Rat  Catchers 
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who  are  available  at  any  time  to  deal  with  the  rat  nuisance ; dur- 
ing the  year  these  men  have  trapped  and  destroyed  2,255  rats. 
Poison  baits  are  also  used  in  certain  positions  and  judging  by  the 
take  of  baits  and  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  rats  seen  after  the 
laying  of  baits  the  total  number  of  rats  destroyed  would  appear 
be  far  in  excess  of  the  number  stated. 

Both  these  men  attended  a Ministry  of  Food  Course  on  Rat 
Destruction  which  was  held  at  University  College,  London,  W.C. 
1.,  in  August. 

WASP  NESTS. 

During  the  summer  62  Wasps  Nests  were  destroyed  in  the 
Borough. 

VI.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  visits  and  notices  served. 


Nature  of  Visits  of  Inspections  Total  Visits 

1.  Water  supply  and  wells  

1 1 

2.  Drainage  

22 

3.  Infectious  Diseases  

52 

4.  Under  Housing  Acts  

77 

5.  Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  

15 

6.  Verminous  Premises  

21 

7.  Bugs  and  Fleas  

7 

8.  Dirty  Persons  

1 

9.  Rabbit  infestation  

3 

10.  Rat  and  Mice  Destruction 

61 

11.  Animal  so  kept  as  to  be  prejudicial  to 

health  or  a nuisance  

1 

12.  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  

6 

13.  Food  Inspection  

72 

14.  Bakehouses  

7 

15.  Factories  

8 

16.  Workshops  

J7 

17.  Outworkers  

33 

Total  

4i3 

Notices  Served  : 

Informal  Notices  

19 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

l7 

Statutory  notices  

1 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  — 

1 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 

I.  No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

II.  i.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects,  excluding  Council  Houses  and 
War  Damaged  Houses  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  i 37 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  37 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

subhead  1 (a)  above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  ...  37 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  37 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  • 2 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  preceeding  subhead)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation   Nil 

III.  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  tfie  Local 
Authority  of  their  Officers  17 

IV.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . 1 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 1 

(a)  by  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

B Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  Nil 

C Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936 Nil 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

I.  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  five  registered  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough.  In 
every  case  the  cows  are  brought  in  only  for  milking. 

The  greater  part  of  the  milk  consumed  within  the  Borough 
is  imported  from  outlying  areas. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  purveyors 
of  milk  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  : 

Number  on  register  at  31st  December,  1943  ...  55 

Number  registered  during  the  year  o 

Number  withdrawn  during  ^he  year  o 

Number  on  register  at  31st  December,  1944  ...  55 

Of  the  above  purveyors  of  milk  only  eight  are  now  supply 
ing  milk  by  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Frequent  visits  are  made  to  all  cowsheds,  milkshops,  and 
the  promises  are  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition. 

The  supply  of  milk  is  of  great  importance,  and  I feel  that 
until  all  Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  are  licensed  annually 
and  power  given  to  Local  Authorities  to  refuse  licences  where 
the  premises  are  not  in  all  respects  scrupulously  clean,  the  milk 
supply  will  not  be  beyond  reproach. 

Three  cowkeepers  who  purvey  most  of  their  milk  in  the 
Borough  supply  Accredited  Milk  under  licence  from  the  County 
Council,  and  one  retailer  holds  a licence  to  purvey  Accredited 
Milk,  one  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  three  hold  licences  foi 
Pasteurised  Milk. 

II.  Meat  Inspection.. 


As  from  February,  1940,  all  slaughtering  came  under 
Government  Control,  and  since  April  10th,  1942,  slaughtering  of 
animals  has  ceased  in  the  Borough,  as  all  slaughtering  for  this 
area  is  carried  out  at  Colchester. 
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III.  Food  Shops. 


Freqent  inspections  are  made  of  all  shops,  stores,  and 
vehicles  where  food  is  stored  for  sale.  These  premises  are  found 
to  be  in  a clean  condition  and  to  comply  with  the  regulations. 

IV.  Foodstuffs  Condemned  During  1944. 

Fruit : — 


Apples  

18 

lbs. 

Oranges  

108 

lbs. 

Vegetables  : — 

Tomatoes  

9i 

lbs. 

Potatoes  

9 

cwts. 

Wet  Fish: — 

Herrings  

56 

lbs. 

Fish,  Cooked  : — 

Fish  Cakes  

...  4 gross  ... 

Tinned  Meat 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

15  tins 

4i 

lbs. 

Chopped  Ham  

6 tins 

9 1 

lbs. 

Beef  Loaf  Minced  

3 tins  ... 

lbs. 

Meat  Galantine  

4 tins  ... 

3 

lbs. 

Steak  Stewed  

7 tins 

7 

lbs. 

Meat  and  Offals  : — 

Sheeps  Heads  

20 

81 

lbs. 

Mutton  

92. 

lbs. 

Hearts  and  Kidneys 

40 

lbs. 

Beef  

io5 

lbs. 

Ox  Liver  

7 

lbs. 

Calves  Heads  and  Feet  ... 

56 

lbs. 

Pork  

3 

lbs. 

Sausages  

36 

lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  : — 

Sardines  

22  tins 

4 

lbs. 

Pilchards  in  tomato 

...  87  tins  ... 

H|N 

00 

lbs. 

Salmon  (Grade  1) 

5 tins  ... 

5 

lbs. 

Salmon  (Grade  3) 

5 tins  ... 

5 

lbs. 

Herrings  in  Tomato 

7 tins 

6* 

lbs. 

Shrimps  

1 tin 

7 

ozs, 

Crawfish  

1 tin 

1 2 

ozs, 
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Milk 

Milk  Full  Cream  

...  31  tins  ... 

23i 

lbs. 

Milk  Evaporated  

...  256  tins 

232 

lbs. 

Other  Foods: — 

Apple  Jelly  

*4 

lbs. 

Biscuits  

47i 

lbs. 

Bacon  

19J 

lbs. 

Bovril  

9 tins 

34 

lbs. 

Breakfast  Oats  

42 

lbs. 

Beans  Baked  

28  tins 

34 

lbs, 

Chocolate  

13 

lbs. 

Cheese  

Eggs  ...  

185 

G5i 

lbs. 

Flour,  Plain  

Flour,  Cake  

...  30  packets... 

27 

lbs. 

Jams,  Various  

1717 

lbs. 

Marmalade  

5 

lbs. 

Malted  Milk  Tablets 

4 tins 

04 

lbs. 

Peas,  Tinned  

26  tins 

42 

lbs. 

Plums,  Tinned  

4 tins  ... 

5 

lbs. 

Pickles  

3 jars  ... 

3 

lbs. 

Rice  

25 

lbs. 

Sugar  

Shredded  Wheat  

Sponge  Mixtures  

...  8 packets  ... 
...  7 packets  ... 

34 

lbs. 

Soup,  Various  

24  tins 

24 

lbs. 

Tea  

25 

lbs. 

Tapioca  

Vinegar  

Wine,  Tonic  

...  5 pints  ... 

...  6 bottles  ... 

3 

lbs. 

V.  Bakehouses. 

There  are  seven  bakehouses  in  operation  and  frequent 
visits  are  made.  All  are  kept  in  clean  condition.  All  premises 
have  been  hot  lime-washed  at  least  twice  during-  the  year.  There 
are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  use  in  the  Borough. 
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FACTORIES  ACT. 


Report  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  1901,  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspection  for  Purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health, 
including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Written  Occupiers 
Premises  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  8 — • — 

Factories  without  ,,  ,,  26  — — 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  in- 
cluding works  of  building  and 

engineering  construction  ...  — — — 

Total  34 


Defects  found 


nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

year  1943 
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Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia 

Gerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Polio-Encephalitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Enteric  Fever  ) 

including  Paratyphoid  j 

Dysentery 

Small  Pox  

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Infective  Jaundice 

Total  ... 
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MONTHLY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1944 
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PROPHYLACTIC  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST 
DIPHTHERIA 

The  return  furnished  on  December  31st,  1944,  stated  that 
the  estimated  percentage  of  children  protected  against  diphtheria 
was : — 

Under  the  age  of  5 years  55-9  % 

From  5 — 15  years  89.6  % 

TABLE  VI. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1944 


REPORT  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Detailed  information  relating  to  observations  taken  * - 
Dovercourt  during  the  war  years  are  not  yet  available,  but  a 
summary  of  the  hours  of  sunshine  and  of  rainfall  for  the  past  ten 
years  may  be  of  interest. 


Year 

Sunshine 

Rainfall 

•*■935 

1910.0  hours 

24.75  ins. 

1936 

1617.4  hours 

23.39  ins. 

1937 

I554* 1 hours 

27.  5 ins. 

1938 

1780.9  hours 

27.  5 ins. 

1939 

1773.7  hours 

29.92  ins. 

1940 

1816.5  hours 

20.76  ins. 

1941 

1426.5  hours 

22.16  ins. 

1942 

1631.0  hours 

23.70  ins. 

1943 

1859.5  hours 

16.74  ins. 

1944 

1662.9  hours 

22.74  ins. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  School 
Medical  Service  for  the  year  1944.  The  statistical  returns  are 
given  in  the  sub-joined  tables  but  I beg  to  make  the  following 
comments  : — 

(a).  Routine  Medical  Inspections.  As  in  previous  years, 
inspections  were  carried  out  in  all  departments  and  all  defects 
found  followed  up. 


(b).  General  Cleanliness. 


1942 

1943 

1944 

No.  of  children  examined 

8649 

9048 

8989 

No.  found  unclean  

..  118 

42 

73 

Percentage  

••  i-37 

o-45 

0.81 

These  figures  suggest  the  continuance  of  the  satisfactory 
conditions  and  indicate  that  the  response  of  parents  to  the  efforts 
of  the  School  Nurses  and  Teachers  has  been  maintained.  The 
slight  increase  during  1944  is  doubtless  partly  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  School  Nurse,  the  number 
of  visits  in  certain  schools  was  less  than  usual.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  take  an  action  under  Section  87,  of  the  Education 
Act,  1921. 

(c) . Nutrition.. . .Nutrition  continues  to  be  maintained  at 
a satisfactorily  high  level  as  indicated  by  the  following  figures  : — 


Average  of  previous 

years. 

1943 

1944 

(a) 

Excellent 

20.6 

23.82 

19.4 

(b) 

Normal 

76-3 

64.42 

70.6 

(c) 

Slightly  sub-normal 

3- 1 

II.  13 

9.9 

(d) 

Bad  

— 

O.63 

O.  I 

(d).  Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 


Number  of  Sessions  ...  ^ 91 

Number  of  new  cases  332 

Number  of  attendances  761 

This  shows  a small  increase  on  the  previous  year.  In  order 
to  give  more  adequate  treatment  to  Minor  Ailments  and  also  to 
such  refractory  disabilities  as  Otorrhoea,  the  Clinic  has  been  open 
for  attendance  every  morning ; an  arrangement  which  has  been 
amply  justified  by  results. 
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(e)  . Ophthalmic  Work.  During  the  year  17  sessions  were 
held  by  the  School  Oculist  at  which  167  attendances  were  made. 
Spectacles  were  prescribed  in  40  cases.  Owing  to  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  children  requiring  the  services  ol  the  Ophthalmolo- 
gist it  was  found  necessary  to  make  arrangements  for  additional 
sessions. 

(f) .  Detects  of  Nose  and  Throat.  There  has  been  a steady 
decline  in  the  number  of  children  found  to  require  operative 
treatment.  This  follows  the  introduction  of  conservative  methods 
with  a view  to  eliminating  the  necessity  for  operation. 

1942  1943  1944 

Total  of  children  treated  ...  34  27  15 

(g)  . Orthopaedic  Work.  All  children  found  to  be  suffering 
from  orthopaedic  defects  were  referred  to  the  Clinic  run  under 
the  auspices  of  the  County  Council.  About  70  children  attended 
the  Clinic.  (This  figure  includes  a number  of  children  under 
school'  age).  This  branch  of  the  Service  has  recently  assumed 
considerably  increased  proportions  in  spite  of  staffing  difficulties. 
It  is  hoped  tfrat  1945  will  see  an  easement  of  these  difficulties 
when  the  full  benefits  of  Orthopaedic  treatment  and  remedial 
exercises  should  be  felt.  Another  problem  due  to  war  time  con- 
ditions has  been  that  of  suitable  footwear  for  children  suffering 
from  foot  defects,  and  praise  is  due  to  the  parents  of  the  children 
involved  and  also  members  of  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  for  their 
efforts  to  overcome  this  obstacle. 

(h) .  Dental,  Inspection  and  Treatment.  The  Dental  Service 
has  continued  to  function  throughout  the  year  along  the  lines 
followed  in  previous  years.  As  far  as  possible  every  child  has  been 
examined  at  least  once  during  the  year  by  the  Dental  Surgeon. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  a smaller  percentage  of  children 
required  treatment  (23.6  per  cent,  in  1944  as  against  33.7  per 
cent,  in  1943).  A still  more  gratifying  fact  is  that,  whereas  in  1943 
only  60  per  cent,  of  those  children  found  to  be  in  need  of  treat- 
ment have  availed  themselves  of  the  School  Dental  Service,  in 
the  year  under  review  91  per  cent,  attended  for  Dental  Treatment. 

In  presenting  this  report  I should  again  like  to  express  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  co-operative  support  of  the  teachers  in  the 
various  Schools  and  the  Staff  of  this  Department. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ROLAND  HETHERINGTON, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS 

For  Year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING  PUBLIC 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

A.  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups : — 


Entrants  190 

Second  Age  Group  205 

Third  Age  Group  126 

Total  521 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  138 

Grand  Total  659 


B OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  . . 460 

TABLE  II. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS. 


Number 

of 

Children 

Inspected 

A 

Excel- 

lent 

B 

Normal 

C 

Slightly 

sub- 

normal 

D 

Bad 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/ 0 

659 

128 

19.4 

4 -5 

70.6 

65 

9.9 

1 

0.1 

TABLE  III. 


Group  I. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 
see  Table  V.) 


Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during 
the  year  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 
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TABLE  III.  (Continued) 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Eye  Defects  treated  as 
Minor  Ailments — Group  I.). 


(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme. 

(2) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) . . . 

49 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes 

(excluding  those  recorded  in  group  I)... 

1 

Total  ... 

50 

No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

40 

• (b)  Obtained 

37 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Number  of  Defects. 


Received  other 

Received  Operative  Treatment 

forms  of 

Total  number 

Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

Treatment 

treated 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

15 

15 
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TABLE  IV. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


11)  Number  of  Children  inspected  by  the  Dentist: — 

(a)  Routine  Age  Groups  1178 

(b)  Specials  22 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials) 1200 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 283 

(3)  Actually  treated  257 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  395 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to: 

Inspection  8 

Treatment  54  Total  62 

(6)  Fillings : — 

Permanent  Teeth  . . . . 64 

Temporary  Teeth  . . . . 73  Total  137 

(7)  Extractions:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  . . . . 20 

Temporary  Teeth  . . . . 212  Total  232 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthe- 
tics for  etractions  19 

(9)  Other  operations:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  . . . . 17 

Temporary  Teeth  . . . . — Total  17 

TABLE  V. 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by 

the  School  Nurses  7 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by 

School  Nurses  8989 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  73 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section  87  (2) 

and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921  Nil 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken: — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  Nil 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  Nil 
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TABLE  VI. 


BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

There  are  in  the  area  no  children  suffering  from  defective  vision  or  de- 
fective hearing  who  are  not  receiving  education  suitable  for  their  special  need. 


MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 

Total  number  of  children  notified  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1944,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Local  Mental  Defi- 
ciency Authority,  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  (Notification  of 
Children)  Regulations,  1928  


Nil 


